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Waynesville 
R-VI teachers 
who are members 
of the Elementary 
Curriculum 
Quality Control 
Team met on 
Oct. 23 to review 
assessments to 
ensure they align 
with the state 

Teachers check quality 
of elementary curriculum

Wood Elementary students decorated pumpkins to look like 
book characters and competed in four classes for judging – 
kindergarten through 2nd; 3rd-5th; family projects and people’s 
choice.

Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, and Hilary Bales, assistant 
superintendent of personnel services, were among the judges.

More pumpkins from Wood Elementary are on page 2. 

Pumpkin 
characters

Continued on 
page 2



Angelina Smith, a 2nd grade student at Thayer Elementary, 
along with her mother, Maj. Mary Smith, and art teacher 
Debbie Akery display the quilt made of original artwork by 
Angelina. Angelina’s grandmother who lives in Spokane, 
Wash., made the quilt from squares featuring images of 
Angelina’s artwork since kindergarten. They were ordered 
from Artsonia.com and carefully stitched into a beautiful 
quilt that will be cherished for many years to come. Given 
the school’s military population, Akery posts student 
artwork in Artsonia so that family members can view their 
art portfolios worldwide.
 

Wood Elementary pumpkins designed to look like book 
characters. 

standards 
and are 
written at the 
appropriate 
level of rigor.

“Our 
curriculum 
is always 
evolving and 
improving,” 
said Mike 
Henson, 
director of 
curriculum 
and 
instructional 
technology. 
“Our work is 
never finished. 
Continuous 
improvement 
helps our 
students learn and excel so they can one day become engaged, 
well-educated citizens and leaders.”

Curriculum Continued from page 1



The Waynesville High School varsity boys swim team made 
history at the Southwestern Missouri Championship swim meet 
on Oct. 26 and 27 in Springfield, Mo.

“As a first-year program, the boys exceeded expectations,” 
stated Swim Coach Amber Earl.

Joshua Adank swam in the finals of the 50 and 100 Free 
coming in 4th in the 50 Free and 7th in the 100 Free.

Nic Greening, Dustin Myers and Andrea Diaferio swam the 
finals of the 200 IM.

Relay team A – Jose Bouchereau, Nic Greening, Andrea 
Diaferio and Joshua Adank – swam in the finals of both the 200 
and 400 free relay coming in 12th in both events.

Friday night Joshua Adank swam the 50 free in 22.71 
seconds, just under the automatic state cut time of 22.79. He 
will be the first Tiger to swim in the state meet on Nov 9 and 10 
in St. Peters.

 

Swimmer headed to state;
SW championship results

Just above, 
Nic Greening 
swimming the 
fly and at right, 
Andrea Diaferio 
swimming the 
backstroke. 

Joshua Adank (pictured top, top right and right) will be the first Tiger to swim 
in the state meet on Nov 9 and 10 in St. Peters. Group photo: Andrea Diaferio, 
Dustin Myers, Nic Greening; second row, Coach John Box, Jose Bouchereau, 
Joshua Adank, Coach Amber Earl; third row, Gavin Miller and Tyler Newsom.
 



The Tiger Athletic Booster Club’s Annual Tip Off Party 
will begin at 6 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 13, in the Waynesville 
High School gym. The event raises funds for the boys and 
girls basketball teams and includes auctions. The cost is $5 
per person for the meal. For more info, contact bmatlock@
waynesville.k12.mo.us.

Tip Off Party is Nov. 13

Meet the Tiger is Nov. 8 
Meet the Tiger for winter sports – basketball, wrestling and 

girls swimming – will begin at 4:30 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 8, at 
Waynesville High School in the main gym.

Waynesville Middle School and Waynesville High School 
boys and girls teams will each scrimmage for 20 minutes.

Mid-way through the scrimmages, all All-Conference, All-
District and All-Region Student-athletes from the fall sports 
will be honored.

Admission to Meet the Tiger is free.

Formation for the Waynesville JROTC Tiger Battalion was held on Wednesday, Oct. 31, at 
Waynesville High School. Approximately 257 students participate in the JROTC program.

Command Sgt. Maj. James Breckinridge, the command sergeant major of the U.S. Army 
Military Police School, served as the keynote speaker. Breckinridge will become the next 
Command Sergeant Major for the United States Army Maneuver Support Center of Excellence 
and Fort Leonard Wood.

JROTC LTC Cadet Ben Pullman served as the emcee for the event and shared some of the 
Tiger Battalion’s successes so far this year and encouraged all of the cadets to get involved in the 
drill and raider teams.

 

Waynesville JROTC holds battalion formation



It’s that time of year when the flu and other illnesses 
may impact students in the district, but there are ways to 
prevent and/or lessen their spread.

The Centers for Disease Control and Preventions 
suggests three steps:

1) Get vaccinated for the flu.

2) If you are diagnosed with the flu, early treatment with     
    prescription medications may be available from a 
    doctor.

3) Everyday preventative actions can slow the spread of 
    illnesses. See the recommended steps listed below.

Recommended everyday steps:

- Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you 
   cough or sneeze. Throw the tissue in the trash after
   you use it.
- Wash your hands often with soap and water. If soap 
   and water are not available, use an alcohol-based hand 
   rub.
- Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth. Germs  

      spread this way.
- Try to avoid close contact with sick people.
- If you are sick with flu-like illness, CDC recommends 
   that you stay home for at least 24 hours after your 
   fever is gone except to get medical care or for other 
   necessities. (Your fever should be gone without the 
   use of a fever-reducing medicine.)
- While sick, limit contact with others as much as 
   possible to keep from infecting them.

Stay healthy this season;
it’s as easy as 1-2-3

Colton’s Steakhouse and Grill in Saint Robert, Mo., is partnering 
with Snack in a Pack and declaring its 2nd Annual Food Fight 
to help collect food items for students in the Waynesville R-VI 
School District.

From Nov. 1 to Dec. 1, organizations and businesses will 
compete by collecting kid-friendly food items. The winner will be 
determined by the total weight of the items collected. Colton’s will 
award the winning organization with a catered holiday party. All 
food items collected will benefit students enrolled in the Snack in a 
Pack program.

The purpose of this event is to raise program awareness, get a 
little friendly competition going in the community and collect food 
items to benefit students who suffer from food insecurity. Hunger 
is detrimental to academic performance and impacts a student’s 
ability to concentrate in the classroom.

Snack in a Pack is an AmeriCorps Volunteer in Service to 
America (VISTA) program that provides supplemental food packs 
to more than 300 students in the Waynesville R-VI School District 
who might otherwise go hungry over the weekend.

It costs approximately $5 to feed one student for one weekend. 
The program relies on the generosity of its partners, donors, and 
the multitude of community volunteers to continue its mission to 
feed hungry children and improve educational success.

For more information on Snack in a Pack or participating 
in the 2nd Annual Food Fight, please contact the Waynesville 
AmeriCorps VISTA office at (573) 842-2651 or send an email to 
spack@waynesville.k12.mo.us.

Colton’s declares a “food 
fight” for Snack in a Pack

At the Willard 
Tournament, 
Darren 
McKenzie, a 
Waynesville 
High School 
senior, took 
4th place out 
of 47 debaters 
in Lincoln-
Douglas 
Debate.

The public is invited to attend the free District Honor Band 
Concert at 5 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 3, at the Waynesville High 
School Auditorium. Students who made the district honor and 
concert bands will participate in an all-day clinic and then 
perform at 5 p.m. 

District concert at WHS



On Oct. 11, fourth and fifth grade Partridge Elementary 
students attended the Children’s Literature Festival of the 
Ozarks. Students traveled to the campus of Missouri State 
University and were able to listen to and interact with a 
variety of authors and illustrators. Among those seen were 
Roland Smith, Brade Sneed and Kate Klise. During the 
50-minute sessions, students were able to gain insight into 
the world of book writing. They learned many new ways 
to organize their own writings and create stories that will 
keep their audience’s interest.

Jody Taylor and Jenifer Munoz’s students worked 
together on a thematic unit based on the book 
“Strega Nona” by Tomie dePaola. The lesson began 
with Amber Johnson, one of Freedom Elementary’s 
librarians, reading the story aloud to the students. 
Students then began to work on reading, math and 
writing strategies/concepts.  Taylor and Munoz 
incorporated technology using Seesaw, which was 
recently introduced to them by Rachel Rodriguez, 
media specialist, during Tech professional 
development at Freedom. To end the unit, Taylor and 
Munoz served the students pasta and let them visit 
while they enjoyed reflecting back on the lesson. 

On Oct. 28, the National Honor Society inducted 40 
new members. The ceremony consisted of family and 
the current members honoring the inductees. The organization’s 
officers gave speeches about the four pillars of NHS, which are 
character, scholarship, leadership and service. These pillars serve 
as a reminder to both the current members and inductees of the 
expectations held for them, and how it is a privilege to be a part 
of this organization. After the ceremony was concluded by the 
inductees blowing out their candles, cake and punch was served to 
celebrate the occasion.



Kodie Simone, a Waynesville Sixth Grade Center 
paraprofessional, has been named the Classified Employee of 
the Month for October 2018. 

She was surprised on Friday Nov. 2, when Hilary Bales, 
assistant superintendent of personnel services, presented 
her with a certificate in front of Dan Deering, treasurer of 
the Waynesville R-VI Board of Education, Dr. Brian Henry, 
superintendent, Principal Jamie Goforth, and Ruth Ann Justus, 
administrative intern. 

One of her nominators 
stated, “Kodie is a 
valuable member of our 
school community. Her 
dedication, pride and 
commitment are assets 
that have made her such 
a critical member of 
the WSGC team. Kodie 
will not deny help to 

any student or staff member. Without question, she goes the 
extra mile to help students with projects in the classroom, help 
students research natural disasters for their ‘shake tables’ or 

Simone named Classified Employee of the Month

listening to the students read when they come to the Learning 
Commons. Kodie helps in all areas of the building and always 
has a smile on her face. She greets students when they enter the 
building and exemplifies what it means to be a great educator. 
Kodie has continually shown a love for helping students, has 
a phenomenal work ethic, is organized, always willing to help 
others and has a thirst for learning.” 

Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, praised Waynesville 
Middle School staff during the Super Session today, 
Friday, Nov. 2. 

He recognized them for: 
- successfully moving into the new academic wing
- their students learning as evidenced in their 
  common assessment scores
- collaborating during PLC time 
- the success of the teachers who are looping -- 
  moving with students from 7th to 8th grade. 
- re-instating 
  JS2S (junior 
  student to 
  student) to 
  help welcome 
  new students 

Henry gives praise 
to WMDS staff 

Scenes from today’s Super Session, which 
was held in the library at Waynesville 
Middle School.



Dan Deering, treasurer of the Waynesville R-VI Board of 
Education, and Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, visited Piney 
Ridge Center today, Nov. 2, to congratulate the school staff 
members for being featured in the Missouri State Teachers 
Association magazine, School and Community.

The article and photos showcase how Waynesville R-VI 
School District teachers, paraprofessionals and school staff 
build positive relationships with students who reside at Piney 
Ridge Center, a privately run residential treatment facility for 
youth. The Waynesville R-VI School District provides the 
educational services for Piney Ridge students.

First Grade and Third Grade LEAP students in Vicki 
Thomas’ and Amanda Starnes’ classrooms worked 
collaboratively on a Lego robotics project during the month 
of October. Students were given a variety of choices to 
build a Lego creation and program the robot. Students used 
critical thinking, collaboration, communication and creative 
skills. Most teams created the drumming monkey, which 
incorporated music along with the Lego building. Teams 
extended their learning by exploring and experimenting 
with different options for programming.

Piney staff recognized 
for magazine coverage

Kids and families 
attended the Trunk 
or Treat held at 
Waynesville High 
School that was 
organized by the 
Student Government 
Association. Several 
school clubs and 
organizations 
participated in the 
event. These photos 
were taken at the 
Practical Nursing trunk.


